Resolution In Opposition To The Hunting of Deer Over Bait

WI-IEREAS, the baiting and feeding of deer puts the deer herd and Michigan’s cattle herds at increased risk of disease, notably tuberculosis, and 

WHEREAS, the baiting and feeding of deer alters their abundance and distribution and negatively impacts their habitat, and 
WHEREAS, the use of bait has created an adversarial situation among hunters that has resulted in violent altercations over perceived rights to hunting locations on publicly-owned lands; and 

WHEREAS, baiting increases the opportunity for poaching by concentrating deer and taking advantage of their nocturnal habits; and
 
WHEREAS, shooting deer over bait violates the principles of fair chase and traditional hunting ethics and is therefore harmful to the sport of hunting and its public image; and
 
WHEREAS, the magnificent white-tail deer deserve the same respect afforded waterfowl, turkeys and elk, none of which may be taken over bait in the State of Michigan, now
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Michigan United Conservation Clubs is opposed to the feeding of deer and the hunting of deer over bait.
 
Submitted by Michigan Resource Stewards - An MUCC Affiliate  -  

February, 2000
